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From the Director’s Desk by Tom Glover, AICP 

 

 

 

Welcome to summer!  We are now well into the month of July, and the beginning 
of the third quarter.  To date, since January 1st, we’ve issued 28 permits for new 
single-family home construction, and another three applications are currently under 
review.   Last year for this same time period we issued 29 permits for new home 
construction, so we’re running about the same as last year.  Total number of 
building permits issued to date this year is 248.   
 

Land Use Planning actions: 
 

Accessory Dwelling Units:    4   Appeal (administrative decision):     1 
Boundary Line Adjustments:  10         Critical Areas Permits:          12 
Comp. Plan Amendments (filed):   1  Conditional Use Permits:             8 
Home Occupations:     3  Rezones:                                        1 
Site development permit:    1  SEPA review:                                  22 
Subdivision (short plats):  12  Variances:                         3 
Zoning Code amendments (filed):      4  
 

Total Land Use Planning Actions: 82 
 

Residential Burn Permits issued:     542 
 

Additionally, the Board of County Commissioners recently adopted several 
ordinances approving recommended amendments to the County’s land use code, 
including:   Flood Damage Prevention code per findings from the Department of 
Ecology’s Community Advisory visit (updating terminology and definitions), 
revising the Bed and Breakfast Guesthouse definitions, establishing standards for 
wedding and event centers, assigning interim zoning to land recently de-annexed 
by the City of College Place, and approving the County’s updated Shoreline Master 
Program.   
 

Finally, the County has contracted with the County Conservation District to 
develop a Voluntary Stewardship Plan for the unincorporated areas of the County.  
This is a requirement of the State, and is an extension of the County’s Critical 
Areas regulations.  The purpose of the plan is to provide a voluntary, incentive-
based approach to protecting agricultural activities in environmentally sensitive 
areas. An advisory committee has been established, and monthly meetings have 
begun.  More information coming soon! 
 

Enjoy your summer, stay safe, and when in doubt call us to see if you need a permit 
for that project you’re thinking about (509) 524-2610. 

Find us on the web www.co.walla-walla.wa.us 
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Congratulations to Lauri 
Withers, Permit 
Technician, in our Walla 
Walla County Community 
Development Department!  
After completing a 
demanding multi-day 
training course, followed 
by an extensive and 
challenging final exam, 
Lauri has earned her 
official professional 
certification from the 
International Code Council 
(ICC):  Permit Specialist.   
We are proud of you Lauri! 

Three other members of 

Staff Earns ICC Professional Certifications 

our staff of the Community 
Development Department 
also hold professional 
certifications from ICC:  
Todd Blevins, our Building 
Official, holds seven 
certifications, including 
that of Building Official and 
Building Code Official.  Ron 
Bull, our Building Inspector, 
holds the certification of 
Residential Building 
Inspector.  Nina Baston, 
our Code Compliance 
Officer, holds three 
certifications from ICC:  
Code Enforcement Officer, 

Property Maintenance & 
Housing Inspector, and 
Zoning Inspector.   

The International Code 
Council is a member-focused 
association dedicated to 
developing model codes and 
standards used in the 
design, build and compliance 
process to construct safe, 
sustainable, affordable and 
resilient structures.  Most 
U.S. communities choose 
the set of International 
Codes for their 
building/construction and 
compliance codes. 

 
   

   
   

    
   

    
   

   
  

    
      

   

    
    

  
   
 
    

   
   

  
    

   
     

        Ron’s Road Report - “Wilderness” 
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nightmares; I can’t really call it a dog, It 
was more like something that Sasquatch 
might call a dog.  
 

This animal ran up to me and put both 
paws on my shoulders and looked down 
into my eyes. (I’m 6’-5” tall). In the 
background I hear the owner boast "My 
little dog is not afraid of cougars.” To be 
fair, the cougars in our wilderness don’t 
look like Disney cougars. They do look 
like they should be tested for 
performance enhancing drugs.  I can’t 
believe there are any deer left out there. 
 

I have had to become one with the 
wilderness on occasion. A quick move 
into the cab of the truck, a door slams 
and locks. A pack of cougar deterrent 
dogs runs up to greet me.  I lied to 
them, and made like I went to college in 
Seattle, (go Huskies!) found a phone and 
waited for rescue. From now on I keep 
my keys with me, when I’m in the 
wilderness. 
 

In our county the term wilderness might 
not be a common description, but if you 
were to go where I go, you would see 
some wild country.  I respect the people 
that live in the far reaches of our county. 
These people like their privacy, and go 
through the obvious difficulties of living 
almost off the grid. 
 

How do you know you’re in the Walla 
Walla County wilderness? Well, think of 
the most out of the way road you have 
heard of, and then add a driveway off 
that road that takes 30 minutes to drive 
down. KEEP OUT and NO TRESSPASSING 
signs are on posted trees on the 
property. Some signs may even have 
bullet holes.   
 

The dogs keep getting bigger and meaner 
the farther away from town you get. I 
heard a high pitch yipping, the other day; 
I said "I bet you don’t let your dog out 
much.” The owner then opened the door 
for a creature straight out of my 

         

 

 



  
 

Development Regulations Amendments by Lauren Prentice, Principal Planner 
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The Board of County Commissioners recently adopted some important amendments to the 
County’s development regulations. Development regulations are the controls placed on 
development or land use activities that implement the Comprehensive Plan, which is the 
County’s long-range policy and planning document.  The County’s development regulations 
generally include Title 16 Subdivisions, Title 17 Zoning, Title 18 Environment, the Walla 
Walla County Shoreline Master Program, and any other official controls required to 
implement the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Each year the County considers development regulations amendments cumulatively, 
through a year-long docketing process.  Anyone may submit applications for consideration.  
In 2015 the County received three applications from property owners in three different parts 
of the County proposing amendments that would allow for the operation of wedding and 
event centers in zoning districts where they were not already allowed.  As a result of this 
high level of interest in this type of business, which was only allowed in very limited areas in 
the County, we took a more comprehensive look at this issue.  The resulting amendments 
made event centers a conditional use in many of the County’s rural, agricultural, and 
commercial zoning districts to provide an economic development opportunity for more 
property owners in the County; and enacted development standards to limit operations so 
that they do not generate nuisance conditions like excessive noise, dust, or glare that 
impact surrounding property owners.  These standards will also support new event center 
businesses by providing clear standards that will apply to all facilities, ensuring fair and 
consistent permit decisions.  For any event center proposed in an agricultural zone, 
additional standards will apply. 
 
In late 2013 the Planning Commission began discussing the County’s Bed and Breakfast 
Guesthouses.  There was concern among Commission members that the current code may 
be too lenient, specifically in agricultural zones.  The amendments recently enacted by the 
Commissioners added some clarity and resulted in some tightening up of the regulations for 
newly proposed Type II Bed and Breakfasts in agricultural zones.  Type II Bed and 
Breakfast guesthouses are ones that provide lodging in detached residential buildings, 
instead of within the same building as the primary residence.   
 
Finally, the Board of County Commissioners recently adopted amendments to Chapter 
18.12, the County’s floodplain standards.  Recently, Department of Ecology staff identified a 
few ordinance deficiencies.  In order to maintain eligibility in the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) these deficiencies were addressed by ordinance amending Chapter 18.12.  
Maintaining the County’s participation in the NFIP helps to alleviate the potential financial 
hardship associated with living in areas of special flood hazard by enabling citizens of the 
County to be eligible for flood insurance. 
 
If you have questions about these amendments of the process to amend the County’s 
development regulations, contact our planning staff at 509-524-2610. 

 



310 W Poplar St Suite 200 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 
 
Main Line   
509-524-2610 
commdev@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Inspection Request Line   
509-524-2611 
 
Residential Burn Decision Line 
509-524-2612 
 
Permit/Document Submittals  
permits@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Thomas E. Glover, AICP, Director  
509-524-2621 
tglover@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Felicia Gorze, Administrative Assistant  
509-524-2619 
fgorze@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauren Prentice, Principal Planner  
509-524-2620  
lprentice@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Todd Blevins, Building Official  
509-524-2617  
tblevins@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Ron Bull, Building Inspector I 
509-524-2615  
rbull@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauri Withers, Permit Technician   
509-524-2614 
lwithers@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Nina Baston, Code Compliance 
509-524-2616 
nbaston@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Inspection Hours 7AM – 4 PM 
Office Hours: 8AM – 5PM 
(Closed for lunch from noon – 1pm) 
 
NO PAYMENTS ACCEPTED AFTER 4 PM 

 

 

May Tire Events A Success 

 

Staff Spotlight – Lauri Withers 
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Lauri started working with the County in 2007.  
She was hired as an office assistant and quickly moved into the 

Permit Technician role.  She worked with the Community 
Development Department through 2011 when the department was 
closed and she went to work for the Walla Walla Joint Community 
Development Agency for its four year stint. She then made her way 

back to the reopened Community Development Department in 
January of 2015 along with five other previous County/Joint Agency 
employees.  She has an Associate of Arts degree in business from 
Walla Walla Community College which she acquired in her 40’s.  

She recently passed the Code Specialist exam through the 
International Code Council and is now an official Permit Specialist.  
She enjoys spending time with her husband, sons, daughter (in-law) 

and grandkids.  Fishing, hunting, hiking and playing with her 
grandkids are her favorite things to do.  She has a somewhat large 

(120 lbs.) Boxer named CJ who is her loyal and faithful companion. 

 

The May 2016 Free Tire Recycling Events were once again a 
success!  The County Community Development Dept. would like 
to thank Mark Hope from TDR of Portland, Isaac Standen from 
the Washington State Department of Ecology, and their teams, 
for making this happen. We also thank our local volunteers: the 
Walla Walla County Fire District 5, the County Commissioners, 
and our on-site team of volunteers for giving so generously of 
their time and resources. Finally, a BIG THANK YOU to the 
citizens of Walla Walla and Burbank. We were able to remove 
and recycle 2,639 tires out of the county in three days!  This was a 
slightly lower number than last year, but Mother Nature was not 
cooperating in Burbank this year.  In Burbank, Saturday May 14th 

we collected only 629 tires (it rained most of the day which may 
account for lower numbers this year).  In Walla Walla, Saturday 
May 22nd and Sunday May 23rd we collected 2,010 tires!  

 

mailto:commdev@co.walla-walla.wa.us
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